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Madame de Montespan, in spite of her cares of ambition, preserved her beauty; a rare thing amongst blondes. As a relaxation, and by preference, she went almost every year to take the waters of Bourbon, which she liked both for the excursion and as a remedy. In 1707, she repaired there without any apparent remedy; but, none the less, declared that she would not return. She kept her word. A very brief illness reduced her to extremity, and the Marquis d'Antin only arrived to be a witness of her death-agony. He hurriedly obtained possession of her keys, of which the most important were always upon her, and returned at once to Paris, where she had accumulated her treasures. By her will, the Marquise left her wedding-ring and her heart to the community of Saint-Joseph. She likewise destined for them her entrails; but the Capuchin Fathers of Bourbon, who were charged with this commission, confided it to a boatman, who, to save himself from infection, threw the casket into the river.
The Marquis d'Antin had a splendid Requiem celebrated, at which the legitimatised Princes did not assist. They nevertheless went into mourning as he did; but theirs only lasted three months. They thought, under the circumstances, that was sufficient